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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Feb. 19 

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National 
Emergency Relating to Cuba and the Emergency Authority Relating to the 
Regulation of the Anchorage and Movement of Vessels 
February 18, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a national 
emergency unless, prior to the anniversary 
date of its declaration, the President pub-
lishes in the Federal Register and transmits 
to the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect beyond 
the anniversary date. In accordance with 
this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication, 
which states that the emergency declared 
with respect to the Government of Cuba’s 
destruction of two unarmed U.S.-registered 

civilian aircraft in international airspace 
north of Cuba on February 24, 1996, as 
amended and expanded on February 26, 
2004, is to continue in effect beyond March 
1, 2005. 

Sincerely, 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. An original was not avail-
able for verification of the content of this let-
ter. The notice is listed in Appendix D at 
the end of this volume. 

The President’s Radio Address 
February 19, 2005 

Good morning. Tomorrow I leave on a 
trip to Europe, where I will reaffirm the 
importance of our transatlantic relationship 
with our European friends and allies. 

Over the last several weeks, the world 
has witnessed momentous events, Palestin-
ians voting for an end to violence, Ukrain-
ians standing up for their democratic rights, 
Iraqis going to the polls in free elections. 
And in Europe, I will talk with leaders 
at NATO and the European Union about 
how we can work together to take advan-
tage of the historic opportunities now be-
fore us. 

Leaders on both sides of the Atlantic un-
derstand that the hopes for peace in the 
world depend on the continued unity of 
free nations. We do not accept a false cari-
cature that divides the Western world be-
tween an idealistic United States and a cyn-
ical Europe. America and Europe are the 

pillars of the free world. We share the same 
belief in freedom and the rights of every 
individual, and we are working together 
across the globe to advance our common 
interest and common values. 

In Iraq, our shared commitment to free 
elections has stripped the car bombers and 
assassins of their most powerful weapon, 
their claim to represent the wishes and as-
pirations of the Iraqi people. In these elec-
tions, the European Union provided vital 
technical assistance. NATO is helping to 
train army officers, police, and civilian ad-
ministrators of a new Iraq. And 21 of our 
European coalition partners are providing 
forces on the ground. America and Europe 
are also working together to advance the 
cause of peace in the Holy Land, where 
we share the same goal of two democratic 
states, Israel and Palestine, living side by 
side in peace and freedom. 
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In my Inaugural Address, I said that the 
liberty we espouse is a universal aspiration. 
Many Americans trace their roots back to 
Europe, and we can trace many of our 
founding ideals there as well. It was a 
Frenchman who taught the Framers of our 
Constitution the importance of the separa-
tion of powers. It was a Scot who explained 
the virtues of a free market. It was an 
Englishman who challenged us to correct 
the principal defect of our founding, the 
plague of slavery. And it was an Italian 
who gave us our name, America. 

America’s strong ties to Europe are re-
flected in the largest two-way trading and 
investment relationship in the world. 
Today, more than a fifth of all U.S. exports 
go to the European Union, and millions 
of Americans depend for their paychecks 
on the local affiliates of European parent 
companies. 

I will work with our European partners 
to open markets and expand opportunities 
for our businesses, our workers, and farm-
ers, and to advance the Doha round of 
trade talks. I will make clear that one of 
my top priorities is to reduce the remaining 
European barriers to U.S. agricultural 
goods. 

Even the best of friends do not agree 
on everything. But at the dawn of the 21st 

century, the deepest values and interests 
of America and Europe are the same, de-
feating terrorism, conquering poverty, ex-
panding trade, and promoting peace. On 
both sides of the Atlantic, terrorist attacks 
on our cities and civilians have shown that 
freedom has dangerous enemies and that 
the key to a lasting peace is the advance 
of human liberty. 

Today, security and justice and prosperity 
for our world depend on America and Eu-
rope working in common purpose. That 
makes our transatlantic ties as vital as they 
have ever been. And during my visit to 
Europe next week, I will discuss with our 
friends and allies how we can strengthen 
those ties to build a future of peace and 
freedom for our children. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. 
on February 18 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on 
February 19. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
February 18 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks in Brussels, Belgium 
February 21, 2005 

Guy, or Mr. Prime Minister, thank you 
for your kind introduction, and thank you 
for your warm hospitality. Distinguished 
guests and ladies and gentlemen: Laura and 
I are really glad to be back. I’m really 
pleased to visit Brussels again, the capital 
of a beautiful nation, the seat of the Euro-
pean Union and the NATO Alliance. The 
United States and Belgium are close allies, 
and we will always be warm friends. 

You know, on this journey to Europe, 
I follow in some large footsteps. More than 
two centuries ago, Benjamin Franklin ar-
rived on this continent to great acclaim. 
An observer wrote, ‘‘His reputation was 
more universal than Leibnitz or Newton, 
Frederick or Voltaire, and his character 
more beloved and esteemed than any or 
all of them.’’ The observer went on to say, 
‘‘There was scarcely a peasant or a citizen 
who did not consider him as a friend to 
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